Romance of
the South

This travel package planned by Rick Brannen &

11 DayS: October 6 '16, 2010 Egger, escorted by Mary Egger

ary

Experience the timeless wonders of the South, where the Blues, history, culture and natural beauty
take on a different pace.

October 6 we begin our journey as we pick up through our guaranteed departure cities and travel to St.
Louis. Upon arrival at our hotel we will be able to unwind after a day of travel with shacks and bever-
ages. Enjoy one of the local restaurants nearby.

October 7 help yourself to breakfast before we motor our way to Memphis , where the Blues
are alive and well and where some say Rock and Roll died. We will watch as the
Duckmaster parades his family of Mallards through the lobby of the landmark Pea-
#| body Hotel. Enjoy a tour of the Blues Capital of the World, with a local guide .
“We 0| | a | sP@tintmaTiowr of Graceland |, the home of Elvis Presley. Your
experience will include: an audio-guided tour of the mansion and grounds as well

1 as self-guided tours of Elvis' two custom airplanes, the Automobile Museum, Holly-
wood Exhibit, King and Pop Culture Exhibit, Private Presley Exhibit and the '68
Special Exhibit.

October 8 after breakfast , our journey will then take us to the Mississippi Delta and Clarksdale, the
boyhood home of actor Morgan Fr eeThaShackupMeo wal toe
verted cotton gin turned hotel, wher e
pillow at the place billed as Mississi
into your unique accommodations, we will enjoy dinner at Mor gan Fr ee| =
- =mmem Madidi. Inaturn-of-the-cent ury bui l ding, wej )

o4 We 61 1 aGraurad Zerd BsuestClub, where they showcase the
J I best of today's Delta Blues musicians, who continue the tradition

I\ of their musical forefathers Charley Patton, Muddy Waters and John Lee Hooker by
jamming at Ground Zero.

October 9 after breakfast (and some great southern hospitality!) we continue our trek
to historic Vicksburg , MS. We todr of VieksbiirgpNatioaal Military Park,
which commemorates the 47-day 1863 siege of the city. More than 1,300 memorials,
arestorediron-c | ad fAdumboab and a 16-mile road tour will unfold in front of us.
We will also explore the downtown area of Vicksburg and the Biedenharn Coca -Cola [s=
Museum , where Coca-Col a was fir st bottled in 1894=
out a childrenés art park and other wunique

October 10 enjoy breakfast bef or e motoring to the deepest part
Natchez. Enjoy a tour of antebellum mansions dur i n g tFal®ilgramade ycélsbration. Step
— - back in history as we visit three mansions (all National Historic Landmarks).

Dunleith (1867) is the only house in Mississippi that is completely encircled by a col-
B onnade. On the edge of a 40-acre park within the city limits, it has an array of out-
BN buildings associated with antebellum life, including a 3-story brick dependency with
an antebellum bathroom, a 2-story poultry house, a 2-story carriage house and sta-
ble, and an original hot house for the garden. Longwood (1861) is a 6-story, 30,000
square foot mansion designed for wealthy planter Haller Nutt. The Civil War began
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as the house was nearing completion. Workmen dropped their tools and went

home. Haller died in 1864 and his wife Julia continued to live in the finished first floor

that today contains many original family furnishings. The upper five stories are an archi- [
: Sy S tectural wonder - a magnificent work in progress where time just  §

stopped Longwood is known as At heg§

di N Ame StanwraHald (1857) was completed at the height of

8§ antebellum prosperity for wealthy planter and cotton broker Fre-

8 derick Stanton. A preservation project of the Pilgrimage Garden

Club, it is furnished with Natchez antiques and many original furnishings of the
Stanton Family. Then take a stroll through the historic downtown area. We dine this evening at the Cock -
of-the-Walk and enjoy their unique southern way of serving some of the best catfish and chicken you will
ever experience.

October 11 help yourself to breakfast before we start back toward the north over the
historic Natchez Trace . Once traveled by the Natchez, Chickasaw and Choctaw Indi-
ans as well as the French and Spanish, seeking a new world
and way of | i tmdelong road and pad ef th@Na4
tional Parks Service. The Natchez Trace Parkway will take us
through many historic landmarks, cities and towns over the next
four days. The fall colors should also await us as we make many stops along the
way. We will begin with a short tour of Historic Jefferson College , the first educa-
tional institution of higher learning in Mississippi and now on the National Register of
Historic Places. We will view the restored west wing, kitchen buildings and Prospere

Hal I . Beirfgiield Plantatiomn t, the oldest grand plantation house in the Mississippi Valley, built in
1786-91. We rejoin the Trace as we proceed to the Windsor Ruins , a grand mansion built in 1861 which
TNTROVUC S was once the largest antebellum plantation house in Mississippi. The home was all but de-

| ossssat stroyed by fire in February of 1890, leaving only 23 great columns and ironwork. We then

| B break for lunch and stroll through the Port Gibson Historic District ~ which is famous for its
lavish 19" century homes, old storefronts and battlefields that recall the days of plantations
and old southern hospitality. We then make our way along the Trace to Jackson , MS, the
ACity of Soul 06 wh e rstep-omeguida foea citydourn éve habeyrestaunants
near our hotel tonight.

o
(¢

October 12 after breakfast we stop at the Mississippi Crafts Center wher e we ot
able to view and purchase unique creations of some of the most talented area artisans.
We will then motor back to the Trace where we will make brief stops at the Reservoir
Overlook of t he Ross Barnett Reservoir to enjJ/loy some
Cypress Swamp where bald cypress trees have been standing in water for hundreds of
years. We will proceed to Historic French Camp, MS, where we will have a tour of

French Camp Academy , a Christian based home for boys and girls

ages 5-18. Lunch isincludedat t he Counci IWetbatnwe o Tpeald, ®.
where we will visit the birthplace and museum of Elvis Presley . Following our visit to the
AKi ngdso boyhood home, we TugeloiHardwvarg whkete we willv
walk through the doors of the very place where Elvis bought his first guitar as Howard the
proprietor describes the very day the event occurred. Tonight, the pizza is on us as we
unwind for the evening.

October 13 have breakfast before a presentation at the Natchez Trace Parkway Visitor
Center. A ranger will explain the creation of the pioneer trail that aided in the lives of so
many. We then cross into Alabama, to Rock Spring, where we may lucky enough to experi-
ence a migration of hummingbirds . We will stop for lunch in Florence, AL, then
continue along the Trace and into the great state of Tennessee to where famed
explorer Meriwether Lewis di ed wunder suspicious cilrcumst
learn more about Lewis from a National Parks Service Ranger. We continue

along the final miles of the Natchez Trace Parkway, enjoying the beauty of the fall colors. We
will stop for an early dinner at The Loveless Cafe where they have been serving some of the
best fried chicken since 1951. We will spend the next two nights in Nashville, A Musi c
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